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requirements:
Using the text given within a 6”x6” square format, design a composition that defines 
a typographic and visual hierarchy. 

“A hierarchy helps readers scan a text, knowing where to enter and exit and how to 
pick and choose among its offerings. Each level of the hierarchy should be signaled 
by one or more cues. Cues are strongest when the appropriate contrasts are imple-
mented. These can be spatial (indent, line spacing, placement on a page) or graphic 
(size, color, style of typeface).” –Ellen Lupton, Thinking with Type 

•  Use the text given
•  Use only the typefaces I have specified in the left column
•  Black and white color only – you may use grey values
•  Create 6 compositions – dimensions are 6”x6”
•  6 compositions at rough crit, 2 compositions for final crit

bring your 8 compositions to class on tuesday

Consider the following contrasts of typography:
•  Scale
•  Weight
•  Typeface Choice
•  Upper and lowercase
•  Direction

Consider the following basic design principles:
•  Defining Space – positive and negative
•  Contrast
•  Repetition
•  Alignment
•  Proximity
•  Rhythm
•  Balance

Think about the different types of text alignment:

typefaces

garamond

baskerville or caslon 
bodoni

clarendon

futura

gill sans

helvetica

nerd alert: 
Use the Space After Paragraph fea-
ture in your page layout program to 
insert a precise increment of space 

between paragraphs. Skipping a full 
line often creates too open an effect 
and wastes a lot of space. Get in the 
habit of inserting a full paragraph 

return (Enter key) only at the end of 
paragraphs; insert a line break when 

you don’t want to add additional space 
(Shift + Enter).
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centered flush left justified



Also consider Leading and Kerning:

The distance from the baseline 
of one line of type to another is 
called line spacing. It is also called 
leading, in reference to the strips 
of lead used to separate lines of 
metal type. The default setting in 
most layout and imaging software 
is 120 percent of the type size. 
Thus 10-pt type is set with 12 pts 
of line spacing. 
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Love Letters

Love Letters

Love LettersLove Letters
Helvetica, 24pt, 0 Kerning

Helvetica, 24pt, +100 Kerning

The same text with different amounts of leading / letter spacing applied

Helvetica, 24pt, -60 Kerning Helvetica, 24pt, -100 Kerning
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mid-critiuqe / final instructions

mid-critiuqe: 09.20.11 – x3

final-critiuqe: 09.27.11

illustration 
board


